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Some interesting dates

 1951 – NACAC published first ever national schedule of high 

school college fair programs

 1964 – college fair schedule becomes the responsibility of 

affiliate ACAC’s

 1967 – identification of college fairs attended by surveyed 

members: 182 separate programs, only 63 of which were 

scheduled through IACAC

 1970 – very specific CF guidelines (13pgs.) released to IACAC 

host schools



Earliest print calendar found - 1975-76

 84 fairs listed – no times or contact names

 15 at schools that no longer exist

 Majority of fairs listed in November

 All NACAC fairs listed 

 The ECC, RVC and MCC fairs (minus Waubonsee) 

were listed in the 2nd week of Oct. 

 CF calendar was printed in the membership 

directory



More recently

 1999-2000 – first calendar with times and contacts listed –
on which 115 programs were listed BEFORE Nov. 1; 205 
total fairs listed.

 2001-02 – IACAC-approved definition established and only 
fairs meeting this definition (or City of Chicago programs) 
listed in the calendar: 92 total fairs listed

 2001-02 – first regional program ever – College of Lake 
County

 2002-03 – ICE (Illinois College Exposition) name 
established and 9 ICE programs offered



Even more recently

 2007-08 – calendar moves online!!

 2012-2013 – presented at NACAC; updated 

marketing materials for better print and online 

presence

 2013-2014 - changed fee structure to encourage 

IACAC membership, registration increased; 

changed name from ICE to IRCF

 2014-15 – stay tuned…



Our purpose

 The Illinois College Fair Committee shall be responsible for 

establishing the Illinois College Fair schedule, overseeing policy and 

procedures, promoting the Illinois Regional College Fairs, and 

overseeing the planning and implementation of the Articulation 

Unplugged program held each fall. The Illinois College Fair 

Coordinator shall be the chairperson and the committee shall consist 

of nine members, each of whom shall serve a three-year term. In 

addition, the Treasurer-Elect shall serve as the tenth member of the 

committee. Efforts will be made to include a member who serves on 

the Chicago National College Fair Committee and at least one member 

who will also serve as the chief organizer(s) of Articulation Unplugged.

http://www.iacac.org/college-fairs/
http://www.iacac.org/articulation-unplugged/
http://www.iacac.org/ncf-committee/


Our committee’s role

 The mission of the Calendar Committee is:

 to continually evaluate and prepare the yearly college fair schedule

 to monitor the quality of each program listed on the IACAC College Fair 

Calendar

 to regulate the policies established for Illinois Regional programs and 

Articulation Unplugged: schedule, fee structure, etc.

 to promote The IACAC Statement of Practices and Courtesies as it applies 

to college fair programs and Articulation Unplugged

 to oversee and monitor Articulation Unplugged program

 to align the committee goals and initiatives with the IACAC Strategic Plan

http://www.iacac.org/college-fairs/
http://www.iacac.org/articulation-unplugged/
http://www.iacac.org/about/spc/


College counseling resources
Ideas on resources that are NOT college fairs



The Calendar

 On April 15th, our committee debuted the most 
impressive calendar to date!

 Its unprecedented versatility is … well … 
unprecedented and cannot be found in any other 
ACAC. 

 Let us show you what we mean…

http://www.iacac.org/college-fairs/

http://www.iacac.org/college-fairs/


Filters



View invited high schools



Stay informed



Export to Excel



Map view



View on a map



View it in a calendar



THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU!

Our sincere thanks to the vision, knowledge and expertise 

of IACAC’s technology consultant, Dan Saavedra.

http://www.betadac.com/

http://www.betadac.com/


Ready to register?

June 1st – registration opens for IRCFs

View all of these calendar tips at 

http://www.iacac.org/college-fairs/#help/

Questions, comments, feedback, ideas?

http://www.iacac.org/college-fairs/#help/

