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Total Enrollment: 3,120

Low-Income: 41.4%

Asian: 3.9%
Black or African American: 30.9%
Hispanic/Latino: 16.6%
Two or more races: 4.8%
White: 43.4%

College Bound (Class of 2012): 72%
2 Year Colleges: 16%
4 Year Colleges: 55%
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American
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Two or more
races

Asian

White



A Paradigm Shift:

College Eligible vs. College Ready

Admission vs. Graduation
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Traditional College Readiness Predictors 
Grades

Achievement Tests

College Matriculation Predictors
Application Completion

FAFSA Completion
Secondary Course Placement

Post-Secondary Course Placement
College Matching (or fit)
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It’s never too early!
• Parent Engagement 
• PreK-16 partnerships

• Goals
• Academics
• Careers
• Campus exposure
• Financial aid
• Transition

• School-wide/city-wide coordination
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What does your school do to help 
students gain awareness and access 

to opportunity?
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Deliberate: adj. intentional.

Strategy: n. a plan of action intended 
to accomplish a specific goal.
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College Success Research

Hargrove, L., Godin, D., & Dodd, B. (2007) College Outcomes and the AP 
Experience: Does the AP Grade “2” Matter? Paper presentation at American 
Educational Research Association, April 2007, Chicago, IL.

Keng, L., & Dodd, B. (2007) An Investigation of College Performance of AP and 
Non-AP Student Groups. Paper presentation at American Educational Research 
Association, April 2007, Chicago, IL.

Bowen, W.G., Chignos, & M.M., McPherson, M.S. (2009) Crossing the Finish Line: 
Completing College at America’s Public Universities. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 
University Press. 
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College Success Research Outcomes

• An AP exam score of 2 correlates with better college performance 
than students who did not take an AP course or took the course and 
skipped the exam.

• An AP exam score of 2 had higher four-year graduation rates than 
AP courses alone, and other non-AP courses.

• AP students had higher first-year and fourth-year GPAs than those 
who did not take AP courses in high school.
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College Admission
•Selectivity: More applicants in an applicant pool than size in its 
entering class.

– The number of students applying to three or more colleges has 
grown every year. Therefore, a larger pool of applicants exists, 
and at the same time, admission standards have increased.

– The number of students graduating from high school has risen 
each year since the 1995-96 school year, when this year’s class 
was being born!
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Course Selection and College

•AP, IB, and other rigorous courses help colleges identify students 
who have challenged themselves in preparation for college success.

•High school students who do well on AP Exams appear more likely to 
succeed in college course work and to graduate on time.

•Rigor is a major factor for highly selective colleges and universities 
within holistic review.
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Admissions Criteria

•Rigor of curriculum

•Grades achieved in academic courses

•Standardized test scores

•Recommendations

•Honors, Activities, and Work Experience

•Essays
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The Correlation Between AP and Majors Is Strong 
for Underrepresented Populations

Adapted from Morgan & Klaric, 2007

Slide courtesy of College Board, Marc Geslani

Traditionally underrepresented students who take AP Exams in some 
STEM subjects tend to major in these subjects.

AP Students Who Chose Major

Students Taking the Intro Course Who 
Chose Major
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Retention
•Colleges and universities are looking for students who will 
STAY at their institutions

•What is offered at your high school if not AP, IB, honors, 
etc?

•Being challenged to the level to which they will be 
successful
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Problem Solving Model
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Awareness Access Success

What are some of the barriers your 
school faces when working toward 

equity and access?

What barriers has your school 
overcome while opening access 

for students? 



AP Classes 2014-2015 
(29 Classes in 7 Departments)

English
Language and Composition
Literature and Composition
History & Social Sciences
European History
Psychology
United States History 
Career & Technical Education
Government & Politics:  United States

Science
Biology
Chemistry
3 Chemistry/Physics
4 Chemistry/Physics
Environmental Science
Physics 1
Physics 2
Physics C 
Mathematics
Calculus AB
Calculus BC
Computer Science
Statistics
MV Calculus/Linear Algebra

Fine Arts
Art History
Portfolio/Studio
Music Theory
World Languages
5 French
4 German
Latin
4 Spanish Heritage Literature & Language
4 Spanish Literature & Language
5 Spanish Literature & Language
Advanced Spanish Language

FORUM
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Restructuring of Freshman Year
Earned Honors Humanities 2011-2012

(English/History & Social Sciences)

Earned Honors Biology 2012-2013

Pathways to Advanced Placement
Awareness, Access & Success Work
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• Monthly Meetings

• Inform, Inspire & Encourage

• Mentoring

• Tutoring

• Leadership

• Story Videos

• Fish Bowl

• Events

• Projects

• Support

• Present

team Access & Success in Advanced Placement
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AP Summer Bridge Courses
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Total Unique Students
Enrolled in AP

2005 551

2006 537

2007 526

2008 630

2009 623

2010 618

2011 681

2012 766

2013 850

2014 948

Total Number of 
AP Exams Taken

2005 1157

2006 1142

2007 1059

2008 1312

2009 1310

2010 1384

2011 1551

2012 1800

2013 1927

Awareness Access Success



Number of Exams with 
Scores 3 or Higher

2010 1027

2011 1008

2012 1253

2013 1293
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% scores of 
3 or higher 
have stayed 
consistent 

with growth



% Black/African American 
Grades 11 & 12

2005 13%

2006 10%

2007 13%

2008 18%

2009 21%

2010 25%

2011 29%

2012 30%

2013 32%

2014 38%

% Latino 
Grades 11 & 12

2005 15%

2006 24%

2007 22%

2008 20%

2009 29%

2010 33%

2011 28%

2012 43%

2013 50%

2014 51%

Student 
Enrollment 

in AP
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Number of Graduates in One or More AP Courses

2012 2013 2014

Black 79 94 102

Latino 48 52 74

White 282 292 278

Total 437 497 506

506 out of 693 = 73%
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Overall

2012 62%

2013 70%

2014* 73%

Awareness Access Success

Percent of Graduates 
in 1 or More AP Course



tinyurl.com/teamasap



Awareness Access Success

ETHS AP Agreement



Class College in Fall
AP Course by 
Graduation

2006 72% 52%
2007 72% 51%
2008 76% 59%
2009 77% 63%
2010 79% 59%    
2011 72% 65%
2012 72% 62%
2013 75% 70%
2014 73%

Continuously 
Looking at 

Data to Inform 
Work
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Beth A. Arey
areyb@eths.k12.il.us

www.eths.k12.il.us/ccc

Dale G. Leibforth
ethsap@eths202.org

www.eths.k12.il.us/ap

Rob Walton 
Robert-walton@northwestern.edu

847-491-8448
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